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One of my professors at seminary told us "baby pas-
tors" that if we couldn't preach at Easter, we had bet-
ter get out of the pulpit and find a new career. I guess 
that could be said about any Christian. If we can't 
preach the Good News of Christ's resurrection at the 
end of Holy Week, when can we preach? I've always 
thought that everyone has a least one sermon in 
them. I would think that one sermon has to do with 
Easter faith.  
   
Without the resurrection, we are without hope. With 
the resurrection, through all the difficulties of life, 
we can go on because we know the end of the story. 
That end is in the hands of God who raised the cruci-
fied Jesus from the dead. It seems to me that without 
Easter, we Christians have nothing to say to a hurt-
ing, unsteady world. With Easter, we have good 
news, great news, the best news! Now that Jesus is 
up and about again, nothing stays the same. Change, 
transformation, and new life are in the works. Once 
Jesus sprang out of the tomb, newness let loose. 
There is more. We don't have the last word. That be-
longs to God. 
   
I read one time that Easter is always a bad day for 
those grave robbers of the world, because nothing 
upsets a tomb raider more than an empty grave. The 
point is that on Easter morning, we win it all. Be-
cause Jesus lives, we live. If we are living a grave-
yard existence...feeling like cadavers ourselves, de-
composing through dead-end mindsets, and stone-
cold spirituality...Jesus rises before us with forgive-
ness and guidance, inspiration and salvation, and a 
promise of a brighter future. 
   
Here's the bottom line: The message of Easter is not 
that there is no death. We do die. Rather, the Easter 
message is this: Nevertheless! "Nevertheless" says 
that when it's all wrong, and we think that's that, one 
word is etched forever in heaven...Nevertheless! The 
last tune we hear isn't "Taps." The last tune is 

"Reveille"..."It's time to get up. It's time to get up. 
It's time to get up in the morning!" The worst things 
are never the last things. Now, that's something we 
can all preach upon!  
 
In Easter joy,  
Rev. Gary 
 

 
(O/Z) Immigration Reform   
Sunday, April 18, 6:00 p.m., at Z  
 
We have all heard and read much about illegal immi-
grants in the USA. On Sunday evening, April 18, 
6:00 p.m., at the Z church, two representatives from 
the Immigration Task Force of the MN Conference 
UCC will lead us in an informational session on im-
migration issues. What are the current laws? How 
can we humanely respond to the needs of many peo-
ple and many nations? Come at 6:00 p.m. for a gath-
ering time of welcome and refreshments, followed 
by a presentation and questions/answers. Brought to 
you by the Adult Education Committee of OZ. 
Thank you! 
 
 
In Our Prayers   
Evening and morning and at noon I will pray, and 
cry aloud, and He shall hear my voice.  
     Psalm 55:17 
 
Remember in our prayers Bruce Johnston, Irma 
Brooks, Dick Tiede, Eunice/Vernon Marcham, Dick 
Brooks, Don Wilder, Karen Vallejo's father, Lance 
Sorensen's aunt, Jean Roth's father, Marlene Koso-
bucki's father, Don DeBlieck's sister, Arlen Kyllo's 
family, and Mae Stee's family.  
 
 
In Gratitude 
 
(O) Thank you to all for the wonderful cards and car-
ing prayers sent our way.  
    Eunice and Vernon Markham 
 
(O) Thank you to Judy Wilder, Ellen Simon, Joyce 
Rucker and Joanne Schenck for organizing the noon 
luncheons in January, February and March. Another 
fine job, well done! 
 



(O) Spring Bake Sale  
 
Our annual spring bake sale is  
scheduled for Sunday April 18  
following worship.  Please bring baked items and 
home canned goods to support our church outreach 
activities and plan to purchase yummy treats for 
yourself or for gifts.  A free will offering will be col-
lected. 
 
 

(O/Z) Poetry Study   
          Sunday,  April 11, 6:30 p.m., at Z  
 
We will look at the poem, "Ithaka," by C.P. Cavafy. 
This is a reflection on some of Homer's themes in the 
classical work, "The Odyssey," and the homeland of 
Odysseus called Ithaca in Greece. Rev. Gary and 
Diane stayed 3 nights on Ithaca this past summer. 
What about our own journeys in life and the place 
we call home? Let's travel together as we study this 
poem. Welcome! 
 

 
(Z) UCC MN Conference 
 
The Annual Meeting of the MN Conference UCC is 
June 11-13, 2010 at the College of Saint Benedict, 
St. Joseph, MN. Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. 
that Friday with worship/programming starting at 
1:00 p.m. The Annual Meeting  concludes at noon on 
Sunday. Please see the registration materials on the 
church office desk near Rev. Gary's office. Or go to 
www.uccmn.org. You can come for parts of the 
weekend or stay for the entire time. The theme this 
year is, "Witnesses...to the Ends of the Earth."  
 
 
(O) POC Luncheon Update 
 
Thank you to all who helped with the Wednesday 
luncheons. The March 17th luncheon raised $407 for 
our missions.  We appreciate all the cooks, workers 
and organizers who made our 3 luncheons of 2010 
such a great success. 
 
 
 

 
 

(Z) Open and Affirming Celebration 
       Sunday, April 25 
      Come One—Come All! 
 
Last April we celebrated our Open and Affirming 
vote with an afternoon of music and praise.  In Janu-
ary, we marked the anniversary of our vote with 80 
cupcakes—all different—as a symbol of our commit-
ment to diversity.  This April, let’s celebrate by join-
ing in Minnesota’s Open and Affirming Celebration 
at Clark Memorial UCC in South St. Paul.  It prom-
ises to be a wonderful service, with music provided 
by Spirit of the Lakes UCC and Minnehaha UCC.  
(See poster, printed here.) 
 
We hope that many from our congregation can be 
there to show our support for the Open and Affirm-
ing initiative.  We have offered to host this special 
service in 2011—a wonderful opportunity for others 
to get to know us--so attending this year’s service 
will give us a sense of how we will arrange things 
here at Z next April. 
 
We will carpool to the service, and so will need to 
meet at church by 2:15.  The service begins at 4:00 
p.m. at Clark UCC.   Come one, come all—and bring 
a friend!  We’ll have plenty of room. 
 



 (O) People of the Church Update  
 
We held our annual POC planning meeting on 2/28 
following worship. 
 
Thanks to all who volunteered to take assignments 
for coordinating various activities. We still have a 
few opportunities awaiting volunteers.  Check out 
the Activities Sheet on the bulletin board and sign up 
where you can help.  You can pick up an updated 
Activity Sheet on the credenza in the Fellowship 
Room. If you have questions about the role of the 
coordinator for any of the activities, please see 
Janice Ostrom, Joanne Schenck or Judy Wilder. 
 
We also have a few reminders: 
1.  We are continuing to collect greeting card covers 
on which there is no writing.  Eunice Markham will 
forward these periodically to St. 
Judes. 
2.  We also continue to collect pop can tabs, Kwik 
Trip milk bottle tops, any Campbells, Betty Crocker 
and Pillsbury can labels or box tops. 
Joanne Schenck will periodically distribute pop tops 
to Ronald McDonald House and the can and box la-
bels to John Adams and Pine Island schools where 
they will be used to raise funds. 
3.  Please remember to bring small hygiene items 
(shampoo, soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, 
etc) which will be taken to Dorothy Day House twice 
yearly for their residents use.  Motel/hotel soaps and 
shampoos are good to use in addition to items you 
may purchase. 
4.  Joanne Schenck will again sew bags for us to dis-
tribute play items to children staying at Ronald 
McDonald House.  Please bring fabric 
(11"x16") in sailcloth, fleece or other sturdy fabric 
and also bring items such as coloring books, crayons, 
small reading books, small games etc to fill the bags.  
We distribute these bags twice yearly in the spring 
and at Christmas. 
5.  We continue to collect soft cover books for the 
Women In Prison Reading Program.  We periodi-
cally deliver these to Community Clothesline in 
Rochester where the program is coordinated. 
 
Collection containers for all these items are in the 
Fellowship Room. 
 
Remember to check out our financial report which is 

regularly updated and posted on the bulletin board in 
the Fellowship Room. 
 
Thanks to all who help make POC a successful out-
reach sponsor for our church. 
Your co-leaders:  Janice, Joanne & Judy (the 3 J's) 
 
 
(O/Z) Readers of OZ  
 
The Readers of O/Z book discussion group will meet 
next on Tuesday April 13 at the home of Paulette 
Barnhart, 382 1st Ave North, Mazeppa.   
If you need directions, call Paulette at 272-5664.  All 
are welcome. 
 
Our book selection for April is "Olive Kitteridge" by 
Elizabeth Strout.  
This 2009 Pulitzer Prize winner in the Letters, 
Drama and Music category is described by the Pub-
lisher as follows: 
 
At the edge of the continent, Crosby, Maine, may 
seem like nowhere, but seen through this brilliant 
writer’s eyes, it’s in essence the whole world, and 
the lives that are lived there are filled with all of the 
grand human drama - desire, despair, jealousy, hope, 
and love. 
 
At times stern, at other times patient, at times per-
ceptive, at other times in sad denial, Olive Kit-
teridge, a retired schoolteacher, deplores the changes 
in her little town and in the world at large, but she 
doesn’t always recognize the changes in those 
around her: a former student who has lost the will to 
live; Olive’s own adult child, who feels tyrannized 
by her irrational sensitivities; and her husband, 
Henry, who finds his loyalty to his marriage both a 
blessing and a curse. 
 
As the townspeople grapple with their problems, 
mild and dire, Olive is brought to a deeper under-
standing of herself and her life – sometimes pain-
fully, but always with ruthless honesty. Olive Kit-
teridge offers profound insights into the human con-
dition - its conflicts, its tragedies and joys, and the 
endurance it requires. 
 
 
 



(O) Presbyterian Clearwater Forest 
 
Clearwater strives to provide fun, relaxation and 
spiritual nurturing for all ages, from the youngest to 
the oldest. They are once again offering a variety of 
summer camps, programs and retreats. Please help 
yourself to one of the 2010 brochures or program 
catalogs in the fellowship room.  
 
Family Camp 
Families Glorifying God Together 
Friday, June 18th—Sunday, June 20th 
 
Grands Camp 
For Grandma, Grandpa and the Grandkids!  
Two opportunities 
Sunday, June 27th—Wednesday, June 30th  
Wednesday, July 7th—Saturday, July 10th 
 
Senior Retreat 
For the young at heart 
Monday, August 23rd—Thursday, August 26th 
 
Friends and Neighbors Day 
An annual open house celebration for everyone! 
Saturday, July 10th 10:30am—7:00pm 
 
Early Registration Free T-Shirts! 
Don’t be fashionably late! Here’s a great reward for 
registering early! Register for any summer youth 
camp and receive a FREE T-shirt if you sign up 
early! Registrations should be received no later than 
March 31st to qualify for this awesome offer. 
See our website at: www.clearwaterforest.org 
 
 
(O) 2010 Synod School 
July 25-30, 2010  
Buena Vista University  
Storm Lake, Iowa 
 
Synod School is a special learning and personal en-
richment experience for all ages. The week is de-
signed for laity and clergy, individuals and families. 
Classes and activities are available for adults, youth 
and children – some separately, some intergenera-
tional – to stretch the mind, nurture the soul, and of-
fer hope. 
  
Come…and grow in faith through action, relation-

ships, and a centering of the spirit.  
 
Come…for continuing education, for a special fam-
ily experience, or for individual growth.  
 
Come…to participate in a unique experience of 
Christian community, as we worship, study, play, 
and live together.  
 
Visit our website at: www.lakesandprairies.org 

 
IN THE COMMUNITY  
 
Seasons Hospice Volunteer Training 
April 26, 28 and 30, 8:30 am to 3:30 pm (All Three 
Days) Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 11th Ave & 12th 
St NW, Rochester 
 
Hospice volunteers provide a special kind of caring 
for those experiencing end-of-life transitions. Volun-
teer training topics include hospice philosophy and 
goals, understanding disease conditions, communica-
tion and listening skills, bereavement care, stress 
management, life review and other related topics. 
Training is free and includes lunch and materials. 
For information and registration call 285-1930, Ext. 
201 or jelkins@seasonshospice.org. 

 
Birthdays for the Month of April   
 
4/3   Neal Sorensen 
4/5   Vivien Williams 
4/6   Donna McIntire 
        Linda Sorensen     
4/8   Lois Bluhm 
4/10 David Midthun 
4/12 Bridget Webster 
4/16 Will Midthun 
4/17 Trevor Paulson 
4/21 Larry Thomforde 
        Larry Glasenapp 
        Brandon Rucker 
4/22 Diane Titusdahl 
4/23 Matt Roth 
4/25 Roxanne Webster 
4/26 Irma Brooks  
4/28 Judy Brown 
        Richard Tiede 



 (O/Z) Peace Camp: Sharing Our Gifts  
          June 15-17,  
          6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m., held at O 
   
Peace Camp 2010: Sharing Our Gifts 
This years Peace Camp: Sharing Our Gifts will focus on 
ways we can share our talents and gifts with the commu-
nity and greater world.  Peace Camp will be held June 
15th, 16th, and 17th (T,W,Th) from 6pm to 8:30 pm at O 
church.  It will be open to children going into grades Pre-
K through 8th in the fall of 2010.  Registration will be 
free for this event!  Peace Camp is open to everyone so 
please share this wonderful opportunity with anyone you 
know who has children.�
 
 

(O/Z) Mission Opportunities  
          for Peace Camp 
 
This year's Peace Camp is going to be focused on com-
munity service and mission work within our communities 
and the greater world.  I am asking members of both 
churches to send me any ideas they have for local or 
world-wide mission projects that our Peace Campers 
could participate in during the week of Peace Camp.  If 
you have any ideas please email them to me, Erin Bluhm 
at erinelizabeth3280@hotmail.com.  I appreciate your 
help as we work to make Peace Camp 2010: Sharing Our 
Gifts a success!  

 
(Z) Lift Fund  
 
Joyful news regarding the Lift Fund!   Thanks to the 
recent generosity of  several UCC parishioners and 
the Lesley Kyllo memorials, the Lift Fund has 
reached $11,242!  Much work still needs to be done 
to meet our goal of $30,000 but many thanks for the 
generous support. 
 
*Update — The March 27 Rummage Sale netted 
over $1,100. The money goes into the Lift Fund, 
which has a balance of over $12,000 now. Yippee! 
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Camper Info: 
 
Name(s):  
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
 
Grade(s) (going into this fall):  
________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Name:  
___________________________________________ 
 
Address:  
___________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:  ___________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Person & Number:  
________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
Medication Required While at Camp:   
Yes  ____ No  ____ 
(Please specify below or on back of form.) 
 
Food Allergies or Other Medical Needs:  
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 
 
Fee Enclosed:  ______  Scholarship Needed:  _____ 
 
 
Signature of Parent/Guardian:   
 
�����������������������������������������������
�

Please return completed registration form to: 
 

Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 
Attn:  Erin Bluhm 

P.O. Box 118 
Oronoco, MN  55960 
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IN TOUCH WITH THE WIDER 
CHURCH 
 
United Church of Christ Contact Information 
UCC national website...ucc.org 
Minnesota UCC website...uccmn.org 
Minnesota UCC weekly email newsletter...contact 
kareng@uccmn.org 
United Church News bi-monthly magazine...online 
at ucc.org/ucnews 
or free subscription at United Church News, P.O. 
Box 247,  Bellmawr, NJ  08099 or call  
1-800-363-0575 

         
Presbyterian Church Contact Information 
Presbyterian national website...pcusa.org 
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area website…
ptcaweb.org 
PTCA weekly email newsletter...contact communica-
tions@ptcaweb.org 
Presbyterians Today monthly magazine...subscribe 
(at cost) to Presbyterians Today, P.O. Box 5178, 
Brentwood, TN  37024-9931 or call 1-800-558-1669 
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Church Office Hours 

 
Tuesday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00 

Wednesday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00 
 

Office Phone# 507-367-4711 
Email: oronocopc@pitel.net 
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Readings for the Month of April 2010 
 
April 4  
Easter Sunday 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   
1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
John 20:1-18 
 
April 11  
Second Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 150 
Revelations 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 
 
April 18 
Third Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 30 
Revelations 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 
 
April 25 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 23 
Revelations 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
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Worship Times for the Month of April 2010 

 
      4/4  � 9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 
     4/11 9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 
     4/18 9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 
     4/25  9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 

     
 (Z) Sunday School for grades K-8 at 10:15  

 (O) Sunday School for grades K-8 during worship service 
          (O) Nursery available during worship for ages 6 weeks –pre-K 
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Reverend Dr. Gary Titusdahl - Contact Information 
Cell Phone (507) 696-8753    E-mail address: titusdahl@mchsi.com 
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