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Christmas is about much more than a baby in a sta-
ble. It's not just us finding God in a manger. Christ-
mas is about you and me being found by God. God 
has chosen to be with us, wherever we are, and even 
whatever we've done. While at Christmas we hold 
the baby in our arms, it is in these days after Christ-
mas that we crawl up into the lap of the One who 
loves us, and embraces us, and feeds us.  
    
That's why when we peer over into the manger, the 
face we see there is the countenance which saves us. 
We aren't angels who can "fly up" to God. We can't 
climb that high or sail that far. So one night at Beth-
lehem, God came to us, as one of us, in order to save 
us. Maybe Jesus is not necessarily the gift we ex-
pected, or even wanted, but he is the gift God knew 
we needed.  
    
There are many skills that are required to be a faith-
ful Christian. We need to know our way around the 
Bible, for instance. We need to know something of 
what the church has taught through the ages, that we 
might more think like a Christian. And we need the 
will and the wherewithal to act like a follower of 
Christ.  
    
In these days after Christmas, we are reminded that 
one of the qualities required of Christians is the abil-
ity to be able to be surprised by the presence of God, 
today and in our ordinary routines. We need to ex-
pect that this baby Jesus will grow up and come to us 
as an adult, demanding transformation and rebirth.  
    
Into our troubled world, into our dark and disordered 
lives, a Savior has come. Because we, in our sin, 
could not hope to come to God, God in Christ has 
come to us, claiming us. Christmas is not just De-
cember 25; Christmas is all year long, with Jesus out 
of the crib, into our affairs, with the world on his lap. 
    
With blessings for the New Year,  
Rev. Gary 

 

 
(O) 2010 Synod School 
 
The 2010 Synod School will be held July 25-30, at 
Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa. We 
provide a welcoming and safe community for people 
of all ages to learn, to grow spiritually, and to share 
fellowship. Special programs for children and youth 
(infant through 12th grade) allow parents (and grand-
parents, aunts, uncles, etc.) to attend classes with 
other adults, knowing that their children are well 
cared for and having a great time.  
 
For more information, see the website at:  
www.lakesandprairies.org 
 
 
Sing in the New Year 
 
Saturday, January 9, 2010 
8:00PM 
Lourdes Chapel at Assisi Heights 
Continue your New Year celebration with a concert 
featuring two of Minnesota’s finest choirs, Choral 
Arts Ensemble and the VocalEssence Ensemble 
Singers, for the price of one!   
Call 507-252-8427 or visit: 
www.choralartensemble.org 

 
Annual meeting of First Congregational 

United Church of Christ, Zumbrota, MN, 
Sunday, January 31, 2010. 

 
In addition to the business meeting, we will celebrate the  
one-year anniversary of our Open and Affirming vote.   

We’ll have birthday cake—but we won’t blow out candles:  
We will light one.  

Please come. 
 

Worship with us at 10 a.m. 
Annual meeting and Potluck Feast follow. 
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(Z) Council Approves Changes 
To Treasurer’s Job  
 
During the past few months, the Council has dis-
cussed having two or more people divide up the 
church’s financial work.  At its December meeting, it 
approved a trial period of one year, during which one 
person will handle the day-to-day financial responsi-
bilities and one person will handle the accounting.  
If, at the end of 2010, this arrangement appears to be 
working well, we will vote to make the necessary 
changes to the constitution at the 2010 annual meet-
ing.  For the time being, here is the job description: 
 

Job Description for Treasurer and Accountant 
(Not to be from same family) 

(All checks to have two signatures—which can 
include a trustee) 
Trial Period 2010 

Treasurer: 
--Is a member of the church council. 
--Collects and counts money (a trustee can fill in if 
treasurer is absent) 
--Deposits money in bank. 
--Keeps checkbook and enters deposits, pays bills 
and balances checkbook. 
--Files bills at church. 
--Reviews accountant's computer reports and brings 
them to council. 
--Reports monthly receipts and disbursements to the 
newsletter. 
--Meets with trustees to prepare budget for upcoming 
year. 
--Serves a two-year term, and can serve two con-
secutive terms (four years). 
  
Accountant: 
--Enters individual giving amounts and other gifts on 
computer. 
--Enters accounts payable on computer. 
--Prepares a monthly balance sheet and/or other ac-
counting reports for treasurer 
 to present at council.  Also prepares tax re-
ports. 
--Prepares the annual financial report for the auditors 
and annual report. 
--Attends the annual meeting along with 
the treasurer, so as to answer 
     any questions the congregation may have. 
--Serves a one-year term, renewable indefinitely. 

(Z) Minnesota Conference 
 
The Minnesota Conference of the United Church of 
Christ will gather June 11-13, 2010 at the College of 
St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN. for its 48th annual 
Meeting. The theme for the celebration will be 
“Witnesses...to the Ends of the Earth.”  
 
“Globalism” will be the primary emphasis for the 
event as four staff members of the United Church of 
Christ Wider Church Ministries will lead us in af-
firming and celebrating our involvement in ministry 
and mission in Minnesota, in the United States and 
throughout God’s world.  
 
A variety of music from around the globe, especially 
the Philippines, is expected to enhance both worship, 
and the process of the 48th Annual Meeting. We in-
vite you to join us as we gather to celebrate the life, 
ministry and mission of the conference as we journey 
together to be “Witnesses...to the Ends of the Earth.”   
 
 
(O) Food Shelf 
 
The  Food Shelf is open the 2nd  & 4th Wednesdays 
of each month from 5pm to 7pm.  Persons wishing to 
make a cash donation to our food shelf are encour-
aged to submit a check written to Oronoco Food 
Shelf .Checks should be given to Kay Erdahl. 
 
All canned and boxed food items should be gathered 
at the collection basket in the fellowship room so it 
can be weighed before being shelved. DONATIONS 
OF RECYCLED PLASTIC BAGS ARE 
NEEDED. Members & friends are also encouraged 
to sign up to serve on a Wednesday evening when 
the food shelf is open. 
 
 
In Our Prayers 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to 
pray always and not to lose heart.  Luke 18:1 
 
Dick Tiede , Vernon Markham, Jacky Rueber, Mae 
Stee, Dick Brooks, Lesley Kyllo, Tom & Janel 
Schneider, Phyllis Hovel, Don Wilder, Dick 
Scheerer’s mother and Lance Sorensen’s aunt, Char-
lotte Stav.  
 



(O/Z)  Book Discussion Group 
 
The book discussion group will not meet during De-
cember.  Our selection for January is "The Sparrow" 
by Mary Doria Russell. 
 
A review by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel:  "AN 
EXPERIENCE NOT TO BE MISSED . . . If you 
have to send a group of people to a newly discovered 
planet to contact a totally unknown species, whom 
would you choose? How about four Jesuit priests, a 
young astronomer, a physician, her engineer hus-
band, and a child prostitute-turned-computer-expert?  
That's who Mary Doria Russell sends in her novel, 
The Sparrow. This motley combination of agnostics, 
true believers, and misfits becomes the first to ex-
plore the Alpha Centuri world of Rakhat with both 
enlightening and disastrous results. . . . Vivid and 
engaging . . . An incredible novel." 
 
The group will meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 12 at the home of Rex and Lynn Wiederanders 
(40054 Hwy 58 Boulevard, Goodhue, MN).  Call 
Rex or Lynn at 651-923-4164 if you need directions. 
And feel free to bring a friend. 
 
 
(OZ)  Poetry Study Group 
Sunday, January 10, 6:30 p.m. at the Z church 
    
We will be reflecting on David Whyte's poem, " 
What To Remember When Waking." In this poem 
we recall that any moment can take us by surprise. 
Perhaps the moment we wake up is a brief opening 
when the world can seem fresh and new, and we are 
receptive to surprises most easily. As we arise for the 
day, we transition between sleep and reality. What 
might we know of life in this in-between state? 
Come to the study and help us discern!! All are wel-
come. Rev. Gary will facilitate. 
 
 
Back Bay Mission, Biloxi, Mississippi 
     

We will be hearing in January the possible dates for 
OZ people to go on a work trip the winter of 2011. 
Please stay tuned. Go to the website 
www.backbaymission.org to learn more about this 
mission opportunity. Let Rev. Gary know if you 
have an interest in being part of a great outreach 

ministry. Thank you! 
 
January Luncheon  
 
Our first luncheon for 2010  
is scheduled for Wednesday,  
January 20th at 11:30-1:00. This will be a casserole, 
salad and dessert luncheon.  Please mark your calen-
dars and check the bulletin board for the sign up 
sheet. Your contributions of food and time will be 
appreciated and will help support our 2010 outreach 
activities.  All are invited. Be sure to invite your 
friends! 
 
 

UCC Peace Pole frame work being installed 

Do you know any of these people?  
Meet them at the UCC!  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In Gratitude 
 
(O) Dear Oronoco Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for your donation of 21 “busy bags” and 
the gingerbread house, too! Your generosity means a 
great deal to the children and their families who stay 
with us. Thanks you again!  
           The Ronald McDonald House  
 
 
(O/Z)  Thank you for all your kindness and thought-
ful gifts during the Christmas season. You continue 
to bless me and my family in numerous ways. May 
the New Year be equally merciful to each and every-
one of us. We hold each other in prayer, celebrating 
the joy we have in Christ and his church. Thank 
you!!  
   Blessings, Rev. Gary 
 
(O/Z) My deepest thanks for your generous Christ-
mas gift of money. I am so very grateful to be a part 
of these two wonderful congregations. I am happy to 
work for you and am delighted to call so many of 
you my friends.  
 Wishing you all a blessed New Year, Sue  
 
(O) To All,  
Thank you all for the gifts and the caroling at our 
house. It was very kind and a great job!  May His 
love make your Christmas Season wonderful!  
   Always,  
   Ed & Roger Murray Families 
 
(O/Z) Thank you to everyone for the Christmas 
greetings and gifts. You are all very special to me.  
   The Barefoot Contessa 
   a.k.a. Katha the Organist 
 
(Z) Thank you for helping HOPE Coalition provide a 
safe place to breathe, heal, and grow to the 1,800 
people we served in 2009. Without the support and 
generosity of people like you, we would not have 
been able to provide services to local families in 
need. Thank  you.   HOPE Coalition 
 

 
 
�
 

Birthdays for the Month of January 
 
1/3 Jayna Lee Hartzell 
1/4 Matthew Biever 
      Hailey Vath 
      Robert Rueber 
1/6 Robert Rolland 
      Jeanne Fanning  
1/9 Andrew Pahl  
      Nathan Simon 
1/12 Jack Rucker 
1/14 Coleen Johnston 
1/17 Lesley Kyllo 
1/25 Mitchell Watkins 
        Nickolas Vath 
1/28 Gerry Webster 
        Molly Bluhm 
        Janice Ostrom 
1/31 Larry Smith 
 
 
(O) Clearwater Chrysalis 
More Than R& R 
The Revolutionary Practice of Sabbath at  
Presbyterian Clearwater Forest 
Guest Speaker—Julie Neraas 
Friday—Sunday  
February 12-14, 2010 
· Conversations & laughter with friends 
·  Peaceful walks along forest trails 
·  Singing 
·  Outstanding Cuisine 
·  Clearwater gift shop 
·  Drop-in crafts 
·  Massage & healing touch therapy 
·  Outdoor recreation  
· For more information see the bulletin board in 

the fellowship room or check the website at:  
      www.clearwaterforest.org 
 

 
Directory Changes 

 
(Z) Patrick Johnston 
Email: patrick_johnston@hks.harvard.edu 
 
(O) Pat Odegard’s new Apartment # is 710 



(Z) What’s Ahead for 2010? 
  
As the new year begins, we examine our lives, admit 
some failings and make some promises about what 
we will do better in the months to come.  As modera-
tor, I am also looking back on the last year at this 
church, and thinking of how many things all of you 
all did so well this year, from our historic Open and 
Affirming vote to outreach activities, from care of 
the building and grounds to care for others, from 
fundraising to fund-giving.  On the other hand, if 
we’ve been listening to Rev. Gary preach on John 
the Baptist, we know that we all need to be looking 
inward and admitting we are far from the perfect 
congregation.  So what are we going to do about it? 
 
First, keep on dreaming.  Once the idea of being an 
Open and Affirming congregation was only a dream, 
but finally we made it happen.  Our dream included 
reaching out to the wider community with this mes-
sage of inclusiveness:  that part has not happened.  
Yet.  Perhaps 2010 is the year that part of our dream 
will become a reality.  The Open and Affirming 
Committee is planning educational/social activities 
that will help us fulfill that part of our mission.  The 
Lift Committee will help us keep the dream alive for 
a better way to move people between the two floors 
in our church, to make our space more accessible.  
The Education Committee will help us keep alive the 
dream of being more informed and active partici-
pants in the global community.  Though we are few 
in number, we are strong in Spirit.  If we have a 
dream for our church, let’s share it with others. 
 
Second, keep on wishing.  Rev. Gary’s OZ news is 
like a blanket that keeps us all warm throughout the 
year.  Don’t we wish everyone could be warm?  
Though life doles out lots of bad news, more than we 
can handle sometimes, what makes us a church in-
stead of a social club is our belief that God loves us 
and lives in us, cares for us and works through us.  
Helping others understand the nature of that love, 
through our actions and our words, is part of our 
mission.  If we have a warm wish in our hearts, let’s 
share it with others. 
 
Third, keep on hoping.  Just as we hope the economy 
will get better, that people will get their jobs and/or 
their houses back, that people will get the health care 
they need, we also hope that they also find peace in 

their own lives.  We have installed our peace pole to 
serve as a reminder that we are called to be peace-
makers, not only in our relationships with others and 
the earth, but also within our congregation.  We are 
blessed to have 80+wonderful members and friends.  
We have every reason to hope.  Let’s share that hope 
with others. 
 
Fourth, keep on giving.  I would be taking the easy 
way out, as moderator, if I didn’t say that your gifts 
to the church and to the wider church are all that 
keep things afloat.  How do we pay the heating bill?  
From your gifts.  Where does the pastor’s salary 
come from?  From your generosity.  Where will the 
money for a new lift come from?  Same answer.  Our 
giving was down over 20% in 2009, and there is no 
government subsidy for First Congregational, no 
bailout package.  Sorry.  It has to come from us, as it 
always has.  The church council will continue to be 
good stewards of the resources they have at hand—
but they must have something at hand.  We always 
seem to think it’s crass to talk about money, but un-
fortunately no church—or social club—can exist 
without it.  Giving at whatever level we are able 
brings a unique return on our dollar that is not avail-
able at any financial institution.  It is through giving 
that we receive.  If we have some extra cash at hand, 
let’s share it with our church. 
 
I have received so much from all of you in my work 
as moderator this year.  Thank you for your support 
and help.  I am sorry I was gone so much, sorry I let 
some things fall through the cracks that shouldn’t 
have, sorry that I didn’t initiate more: I have plenty 
of ground to cover in my John the Baptist moments.  
But faith gives me reason to dream and to give, the 
heart to wish and the hope that peace will someday 
come from those dreams, gifts and wishes.  I pray the 
same for all of you. 
       -
-Coleen Johnston, Moderator 
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Scripture Readings  
for the Month of January 
 
January 3 
Second Sunday after Christmas
  
Psalm 147:12-20 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
January 10 
First Sunday after Epiphany 
Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 
January 17 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 
 
January 24 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
Luke 4:14-21 
 
January 31 
Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Luke 4:21-30 
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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 
Tuesday in Oronoco 10-3:00 

Wednesday in Oronoco 10-3:00 
 

Office Phone (507) 367-4711 
Email address: oronocopc@pitel.net 
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Worship Times for the month of January 2010 

 
1/3  9:00 (Z) 11:00 (O) 
1/10 9:00 (Z) 11:00 (O) 
1/17 9:00 (Z) 11:00 (O) 
1/24 9:00 (Z) 11:00 (O) 
1/31     9:00 (Z)  11:00 (O)  

 
 (Z) Sunday School for grades K-8 meet at 10:15  
 (O) Sunday School for grades K-8 meet during worship 
(O) Nursery available during worship for ages 6 weeks through pre-K 
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Reverend Dr. Gary Titusdahl—Contact Information 

Cell Phone (507)696-8753   E-mail address: titusdahl@mchsi.com 


